Toddlers with ASD are better at visual search without trying harder: a pupillometric study

Erik Blaser, Luke Eglington, & Zsuzsa Kaldy, University of Massachusetts Boston

Developmental and Brain Sciences, Psychology. erik.blaser@umb.edu

Motivation Goal
We found that toddlers with Autism Spectrum Disorder are better at visual search than age-matched controls. Use pupillometry to determine the attentional ‘mode’ of toddlers during visual search,
The cause is mysterious: enhanced perception!? faster search! more attentional resources! Greater focus’? to test the idea that toddlers with ASD do not search better than Typical toddlers, just more often.
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But why are toddlers with ASD better at visual search! ‘focused’ vs. tonic, ‘exploratory’ attention.

. . . . ) , We see the same trend when we look at the different set size conditions, but...
We can use pupillometry as a window into attentional ‘mode”’.

Is the LC implicated in ASD?
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