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Background

¥ Born February 25, 
1944, in Lisbon, 
Portugal. 

¥ Immigrated to United 
States 1975.

¥ Naturalized U.S. 
citizen. 

¥ Married to Hanna 
Damasio.



Education
¥ 1969 MD from the University of Lisbon Medical 

School, Portugal

¥ 1974 PhD from the University of Lisbon, Portugal

¥ POST-GRADUATE EDUCATION

¥ 1967 Research Fellowship at the Aphasia 
Research Center, Boston (with Dr. Norman 
Geschwind)

¥ 1968-1969 Rotating Internship at the University 
Hospital, Lisbon (Medicine,Surgery, Pediatrics, 
Obstetrics, Gynecology)

¥ 1970-1972 Residency in Neurology in the 
Department of Neurology at the University 
Hospital in Lisbon, Portugal



Positions Held

¥ Tenure Positions

¥ Associate Professor, University of Iowa, 
1/1/1976-1/1/1977 !

¥ Professor, University of Iowa, 1/1/1980-1/1/1985 !

¥ Non-Tenure Positions

¥ Adjunct Professor, The Salk Institute for 
Biological Studies, La Jolla, Ca, 1/1/1989-Present

¥ Distinguished Adjunct Professor, University of 
Iowa, 7/1/2005- Present



Positions Held
¥ Other Employment

¥ Chief, Language Research Laboratory, Center de Estudos Egas 
Moniz, 1/1/1971-1/1/1974 !

¥ Professor Auxiliar in Neurology, University of Lisbon Medical 
School, 1/1/1974-1/1/1975 !

¥ Visiting Assistant Professor, University of Iowa, 1/1/1975-1/1/1976

¥ Director, AlzheimerÕs Disease Research Center, University of Iowa, 
1/1/1985-1/1/2005

¥ Head, Department of Neurology, University of Iowa, 
1/1/1986-1/1/2005 !

¥ Van Allen Distinguished Professor, University of Iowa, 
1/1/1989-7/1/2005

¥ Chief, Division of Behavioral Neurology & Cognitive Neuroscience, 
Department of Neurology, University of Iowa, 1/1/1977- !

¥ Director, Brain and Creativity Institute, University of Southern 
California, 7/2/2005-Present



Professor of Psychology, 
Neuroscience and 
Neurology, University of 
Southern California, 
7/1/2005- Present

David Dornsife Professor of 
Neuroscience, University of 
Southern California, 4/1/2006-
Present

Current 
Positions



Brain and 
Creativity Institute

 ¥ The Institute uses state-of-the-art 
brain imaging techniques (e.g. 
advanced magnetic resonance 
scanning), and cognitive, 
psychophysiological, and 
psychophysical techniques as well as 
techniques developed in interaction 
with filmmakers and social scientists, 
among others.

 ¥ Although the ultimate goals of the 
InstituteÕs research feature 
biomedical and sociocultural 
applications prominently, all of its 
projects hinge on the interaction of 
neurocognitive, sociocultural, and 
biomedical phenomena.



• Damasio sits on the boards of many foundations and funding 
agencies, such as:

¥ Member, Oversight Board of the Institute of Neurology, 
University College London, Queen Square (2001-Present)

¥ Member, Scientific Advisory Board, Personality Disorder 
Research Foundation (2000-Present)

• He is also on the boards of many scientific journals and books, such 
as:

¥ Board Editor, Cognitive Neuropsychiatry  (1994-Present)

¥ Scientific Advisory Board, Encyclopedia of Neuroscience (1993-
Present)



¥ Editor

¥ Co-Editor, The Neurobiology of Human Values , with JP 
Changeux, Wolf Singer, and Y Christen, Springer Verlag, 2005.

¥ Co-editor, The Neurobiology of Decision-Making , Springer-
Verlag, 1996.

¥ Editor, The Neurobiology of Mind issue, Seminars in the 
Neurosciences , Saunders, 1990.

¥ Editor, Handbook of Neuropsychology , Volume on Visual 
Behavior, Elsevier, 1989.

¥ Editor, Behavioral Neurology Issue. Seminars in Neurology , 
Springer-Verlag, July, 1984.



• Reports in Federal Record

• Damasio A. Testimony to the U.S. Senate on Alzheimer's disease. 
In "Hearing on Alzheimer's Disease," 98th US Congress, May, 1983, 
pp. 250-256.

• Damasio A: Prepared statement for the U.S. Senate on Alzheimer's 
disease. In "The Funding of Alzheimer's Disease and Respite Care," 
98th Congress, October, 1984.

• Damasio A: Prepared statement for the U.S. House of 
Representatives on Alzheimer's  Disease, Committee on Science 
and Technology, September, 1984.



Research Interests
NEUROSCIENCE

Focuses on the neurobiology of mind and behavior, 
with an emphasis on emotion, decision-making, 

memory, communication, and creativity.

Has examined the neural basis for emotions and has 
shown that emotions play a central role in social 

cognition and decision-making. 

His work has also had a major influence on current 
understanding of the neural systems, which underlie 

memory, language and consciousness. 



Writings
• Numerous articles and chapters in 

books (check out the link at the end).

• Well-known books:

• Damasio, A. (1994). Descartes' Error. New York, 
New York: Descartes' Error/Grosset/Putnam. 
[Has been translated in around 46 different 
languages, a new 10th Anniversary addition was 
released in 2005.]

• Damasio, A. (1999). The Feeling of What 
Happens: Body and Emotion in the Making of 
Consciousness. New York, New York: The 
Feeling of What Happens: Body and Emotion in 
the Making of Consciousness/Harcourt.

• Damasio, A. (2003). Looking for Spinoza: Joy, 
Sorrow and the Feeling Brain. New York, New 
York: Looking for Spinoza: Joy, Sorrow and the 
Feeling Brain/Harcourt.



 

In his words...



 

In his words...



Goosebumps
The Science of Fear

Museum of 
Science, Boston

October- December 2008

Exhibit highlights include:

Fear Challenge Course

Fear Lab

Faces of Emotion

Fear in the Wild

Fear Theatre

Coping with Fear



Links
DamasioÕs personal websites:

USC College of Letters and Numbers
USC College: Faculty: Department of Psychology: Antonio Damasio

USC Neuroscience
USC Neuroscience: Antonio Damasio

Goosebumps Tour
About the Exhibit | Goose Bumps! The Science of Fear

http://college.usc.edu/faculty/faculty1008328.html
http://college.usc.edu/faculty/faculty1008328.html
http://www.usc.edu/programs/neuroscience/faculty/profile.php?fid=27
http://www.usc.edu/programs/neuroscience/faculty/profile.php?fid=27
http://www.fearexhibit.org/about_exhibit
http://www.fearexhibit.org/about_exhibit

